(Amended Once) A method for representing a given range of numbers with a plurality 
of entries, tnB^method comprising: 

determining^whether a first set of n&iibfers of th6 given range are representable as one or 



given range \*(ith one or more entries having one 
are representable as one or more entries that 




more entries that utilize wildcards; 

representing the first seib^numbers 
or more wildcards when such first s^Npf numbers 
utilize wildcards; and 

representing all numbers of a remaining one o?lRQre numbers of the given range that are not 
representable as one or more entries that utilize wildcards as entriestfiat do not utilize wildcards, 

wherein the entries are optimized such that a minimum number of entries are used to 
represent the given range. 

18.f&mended Once) A router for representing a given range of numbers with a plurality of 
entries, the router comprising: 
a memory; fcnd 

a processor coujated to the memory, 
wherein at least oneW the memory ; 

determining whett\er a first sefi 
or more entries that utilize wii<kards; 

representing the first set of numble 
having one or more wildcards when suc^t fij 
more entries that utilize wildcards; and 

representing all numbers of a remaining bne or more numbers of the given range that 
are not representable as one or more entries that utilizfesjvildcards as entries that do not utilize 
wildcards, 

wherein the entries are optimized such that a minimum >mmber of entries are used to 
represent the given range. 




jssor are adapted to provide: 
€rs of the given range are representable as one 

srs of the^given range with one or more entries 
Sfet of numbers are representable as one or 



28. ( Amended Oncel A computer readable medium containing programming instructions 
for representing a given range of^umbersfwith a plui^lity of entries, the computer readable medium 
comprising: 
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>uter code for determining whether a first set of numbers of the given range are 
representable aSsOne or more entries that utilize wildcards; 

computer code for representing the/first set ^Niumbers G f the given range with one or more 
entries having one or more wildcards when such fi^st set of numbers are representable as one or 



more entries that utilize wildcards; and 

computer code for represehtmg all nuiAbers of a regaining one or more numbers of the given 
range that are not representable as onfe^or mere entries that utilize wildcards as entries that do not 



utilize wildcards, 

wherein the entries are optimized sucfi^ 
represent the given range. 



that a minimum number of entries are used to 



lended Once) A computer system for representing a given range of numbers with a 
plurality of entiles, the computer system comprising: 
a memory; aod 

a processor coii^ed to the memory, 

wherein at least oneW the memory and th^pfoce§sor are adapted to provide: 

determining whether a first set olSqun^bers of the given range are representable as one 
or more entries that utilize wildcards; 

representing the first set (^numbers |pf the given ^nge with one or more entries 
having one or more wildcards when susji firijf; set of numljirs are representable as one or 
more entries that utilize wildcards; and 

representing all numbers of a remaimn|fbife or more numbers of the given range that 
are not representable as one or more entries that utilize^ildcards as entries that do not utilize 
wildcards, 

wherein the entries are optimized such that a minimurfKpumber of entries are used to 
represent the given range. 



REMARKS 

Claims 1-33 remain pending. Claims 1, 18, 28, and 30 have been amended to clarify the 
invention. 
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